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INEO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 H-OI 
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R 131102Z JUL 78 
PM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7584 
INEO AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USLO PEKING 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
CINCPAC HONOLULU 

CONPIDENTIAL BANGKOK 19847 

CINCPAC POR POLAD 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, ASEAN, UR 

SUBJECT: SOVIET PETE POR ASEAN 

REF: KUALA LUMPUR 6788 

1 . SOVIET CHARGE HELD A LUNCHEON JULY 7 AT THE SOVIET 
CHANCERY FOR REPRESENTATIVES OP THE ASEAN STATES MINUS 
THAILAND. GUESTS INCLUDED THE PHILIPPINE AMBASSADOR AND TWO 
FILIPINO COLLEAGUES, THE SINGAPORE AND MALAYSIAN AMBASSADORS 
AND THE NEW INDONESIAN MINISTER, K.P.H. SIAHAAN, WHO PASSED 
THIS TALE TO EMBASSY. NO THAIS WERE INVITED. OSTENSIBLY, 

THE LUNCHEON WAS TO CELEBRATE THE VISIT OF MRS. IMELDA MARCOS 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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TO THE SOVIET UNION, BUT THE SOVIET CHARGE USED THE OCCASION 
TO EXPRESS SUPPORT OP THE VIETNAMESE "ZONE OF PEACE, 

INDEPENDENCE AND NEUTRALITY." 

2. SIAHAAN TOLD EMBASSY THAT THE SOVIET HOST DELIVERED 

A DISCOURSE WHICH WAS PATTERNED CLOSELY ALTER AN ARTICLE 
ON ASEAN RUN IN THE JULY 8 NATION REVIEW. ARTICLE, WHICH 
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WAS RELEASED IN BANGKOK, WAS SUPPOSEDLY WRITTEN BY A 
"POLITICAL COMMENTATOR EOR THE AGENCY OF PRESS NEWS," 

MR. V. KUDRYAVTZEV. DESPITE A REFUSAL BY THE SOVIET 
EMBASSY TO COMMENT DIRECTLY ON THE ARTICLE BY KUDRYAVTZEV, 
THE SOVIET CHARGE MADE THE SAME POINTS TO HIS GUESTS AS 
HAD BEEN MADE IN THE ARTICLE. PRINCIPAL POINT WAS THAT 
ASEAN COULD NOT ACHIEVE ITS GOAL FOR A ZONE OF PEACE, 

FREEDOM AND NEUTRALITY WITHOUT "THE PARTICIPATION" OF THE 
INDOCHINESE STATES. (KUDRYAVTZEV IN HIS ARTICLE HAD ALSO 
PRAISED THAI PM KRIANGSAK FOR HAVING CALLED "PERSONALLY" 

FOR THE ADMISSION OF THE INDOCHINESE STATES INTO ASEAN.) 

3. COMMENT: SIAHAAN DESCRIBED THIS DINNER PARTY AS BIZARRE. 
EVIDENTLY, MOSCOW HAS DECIDED NOT TO LEAVE THE ASEAN FIELD TO 
PEKING, AND, LIKE HANOI, IS VYING EOR ASEAN ATTENTION. 

AS KUALA LUMPUR POINTED OUT IN THE VERY INTERESTING REFTEL, 

THE MOTIVES OE NEITHER ARE BENIGN. THE ASEAN STATES, 

HOWEVER, SEEM WISELY WARY OF SOVIET AND VIETNAMESE OVERTURES. 
ODONOHUE 
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